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Living for What Really Matters
Ecclesiastes 12:1-8, 13-14

I. Introduction
II. Author and Context: Traditionally Attributed to  ________________
A. Unmatched  ________________  (Ecclesiastes 1:16-18; 1 Kings 3:5-12):
B. Unlimited  _________________  (Ecclesiastes 2:1-3, 8; 1 Kings 11:3):
C. Unprecedented  _________________  (Ecclesiastes 2:4-6; 1 Kings 6-7):
D. Untold  ______________  (Ecclesiastes 2:7-8; 1 Kings 10:14-29):
E. Unbounded  ______________  (Ecclesiastes 2:9; 1 Kings 4:21):
F. Unbelievable  ______________  (1 Kings 10:1-13):
III. Remember  ___________ before it is too late (1-8).
A. Before You Can No Longer Enjoy  ______________  (1)
B. Before You Lose Your  ______________  (2-3)
C. Before You Lose Your  _________________  (3, 5)
D. Before You Lose Your  ________________  (3)
E. Before You Lose Your  ________________  (4)
F. Before You Lose Your  ________________  (5)
G. Before You Lose Your  ________________  (5-7)
H. What does “vanity” or “meaningless” mean in verse 8?

I. Ecclesiastes 12:1-8: A Basic Summary
IV. Why do we age?

V. Live in light of God’s  ___________________  (13-14).

A. Fear God and keep His  ____________________.
B. This is what God  _______________  from all of us.
C. God will  _________________  us for how we live our lives.
D. Two Crucial Truths:

1. All the things that we are told by the world will make us happy will not ultimately satisfy our deepest longings.
2. The choices that we make early in life take us down certain pathways and set us on trajectories that we may not be able to change or reverse later on in life.

E. Sowing and Reaping:
1. Sow a  ________________, reap an ________________.

2. Sow an  ________________, reap a ____________________.
3. Sow a  ________________, reap a ______________________.

VI. Conclusion and Application
A. Big Idea
Serve God now because your life will be over before you know it, and He will judge you for how you chose to live it.

B. Some Honest Self-assessment
1. Are you genuinely living your life in view of eternity and God’s righteous judgment?
2. Is there some area of your life that needs to be redirected or changed?
3. If so, what specifically needs to change, and how will you make that change?
